
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 

May 5, 2009 

 

Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Helene Blair, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Melissa 

Murphy,   Mrs. Jenny Garneau, and Dr. Robert Pellicone.  Absent:   student 

representative Matt Cobb.  

 

The meeting was called to order in the high school cafeteria at 6:00 PM. 

 

Mrs. Blair moved to approve the agenda.   Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 

 

Presentations and discussion:  Recognition of Staff/Students:  Mrs. Brannigan reported on 

the 10
th

 annual poetry coffeehouse held last week in celebration of National Poetry 

Month.  Some of her fifth grade students recited their poetry. 

 

Update from Mr. Miller:  An update was given on where NES was in taking steps to 

improve school performance.  The staff is deeply examining every program and looking 

at root causes of problems.   There is a need for an assessment program and a common 

practice across the school; professional development needs to match the curriculum.  The 

elementary school is creating a focus on students and they are making use of community 

resources for learning. Literacy and math leadership teams have been established.  After-

school tutoring and homework help is being provided.  The recruitment of math and 

literacy coaches will take place and the elementary school may ask for more professional 

development time. 

 

Mrs. Toole reported that the CPS schedule for next year is pretty much the same as this 

year.  The sixth grade will be able to participate in the ELA and math CFIs.  Classes will 

be mixed up more, with no homogenous grouping.   The schedule should be completed 

by May 30.  Mrs. Toole noted that the staff would like to increase after-school tutoring 

and there is a need to look at ways to fund it.  Mrs. Murphy expressed concern with sixth 

grade students eating lunch at 10:30 AM, Mrs. Toole stated that the sixth grade do have 

snack time in their schedule. 

 

Professional Dress:  The superintendent stated that they try to instill the value of 

professional dress for all staff.  Mrs. Blair stated that she didn’t see care in appearance in 

the schools and felt that some professionalism had been lost by the power of example and 

if staff expects respect, they need to show respect.  The superintendent will review with 

the NTA a memorandum of understanding dated 2004. 

 

Swine Flu Update:    Several school systems have been telling staff and students to stay 

home if they are sick.  Dr. Lepore stated that the number of cases hasn’t been as virulent 

as anticipated.   There are no cases on Nantucket yet, but it is being monitored 

Recommendations include wash hands thoroughly, use a handkerchief, and cover a 

cough. 

 



Town Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee Update:   The application is on the school website.  At 

present there are two applicants and the Committee will make their own appointments.   

 

Review of School Committee Approved Purchase Orders:  They are available in the 

business office for anyone to review.  

 

Dr. Lepore moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So 

voted.   

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Supervision and Evaluation:  the superintendent will put 

together a committee of administrators, teachers, and school committee members to 

review the document beginning this month. 

 

Assistant Superintendent’s Report:  Dr. Colley gave on the status of pink slips.  Five pink 

slips have been rescinded:  one ESL teacher, two elementary classroom teachers, one 

special education teacher, and one special area teacher.  There is still over 20 pink slips 

for teachers and 16 for teaching assistants and not all will be able to return.  The 

principals are working on their rosters.  In the ESP unit 3.3 staff members will receive 

pink slips.  This is still outstanding as there was a lack of language in the contract.  A 

reduction of the number of offerings and staff is being looked at to reduce costs in the 

food services program.  The principals will bring their rosters to the administrative team 

meeting tomorrow.  They will work with a timeline of May 30. 

 

There was no student council report. 

 

Sub-committee reports:    MASC workshop with Glenn Koocher – May 12; Community 

Forum:  Youth Risk Survey – May 13; MASC Workshop – May 15-16-Hyannis, MA 

 

The Friends Rocking Rodeo event was a great success. 

 

All staff gathering will be held on May 7 at the Brotherhood. 

 

Next meeting date(s):  May 12, 2009 -  10:30 AM -  Executive Session to discuss 

appointments to Town Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee, reconvene in open session to appoint 

members to the Town Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee, followed by a MASC workshop at 

11:00 AM;   May 21, 2009 at 6:00 PM.  Agenda topics will include pink slip update, 

guidance study update and supervision and evaluation document 

 

After a change in the minutes of April 28, 2009, Mrs. Blair moved to approve the minutes 

of April 14, April 15 and April 28, 2009.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 

 

Mrs. Garneau moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

 

 

 



 


